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Introduction

Why take any day trips from London? After all London has
so much to see and do. Who could ever be bored here?
But escaping London is not about being bored. It’s
about visiting the quieter parts of England, experiencing a
different type of history, seeing the countryside and
discovering the smaller towns of this most interesting
land. For instance, many visitors are often surprised to
discover that London wasn’t always the nation’s capital.
And getting out of the city is easy to do. The UK has
a fairly good public transport system – both by bus or
train. As a result, all the journeys in this book can be
made after breakfast and you can be back in your hotel
room and tucked up in bed by night time.
But train and bus schedules do change. As a result,
we’ve resisted including any departure and arrival times.
However we have included website links for the most upto-date information.
Train travel is frequently cheaper after 10am but
check that any cheap ticket does not restrict your return
journey to after 6 pm or later. Please buy a ticket before
you board the train, ticket inspectors are not the most

sympathetic of creatures. Tickets can be bought from
sales desks and machines around most stations.
If there are two adults, and especially if you are
travelling with children, one of the adults should buy a
Network Card. This allows family discounts on train travel
to and from London if your journey is outside commuting
time. The discount can be sizable, with children often
travelling free and each adult ticket reduced by
approximately one third.
Coach travel is often, although not always, cheaper
than train. We tend to use the term ‘bus’ to refer to travel
within a city. A ‘coach’ refers to buses that travel between
towns – much like the old coach and horses of times gone
by. Most coaches from London leave from Victoria Coach
Station, not far from the Victoria train and tube stations.
Please note that this book is not an in-depth guide.
Instead, we hope to provide information on where you can
go from London in a day, how to get there and a brief
taste of what each place might offer. Longer trips out of
London require more extensive, and expensive, guide
books.
Have fun with your explorations.

Bath

Bath

Bath
London

Distance from London: 100 miles or 160 kilometres

Why visit?
Bath is a compact Georgian town that is probably most
famous for its Roman Baths. However, its Georgian
architecture means it has been the setting for many Jane
Austen novels and films based on her work.

Brief history
Mineral hot springs have made the area attractive to
people since prehistoric times. The ancient Celts
worshipped the Goddess Sulis at the springs, and King
Bladud, father of King Lear, is said to have cured himself
of leprosy by rolling around in the mud where the hot
springs bubbled to the surface.
The Romans built a fort, Aqua Sulis, here in AD 60
and dedicated it to the Roman Goddess Minerva. As the
Roman settlement grew, the springs were plumbed to
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create public baths with plunge pools, drainage, heated
rooms, beautiful terraces and temples.
The area has a strong connection with King Arthur,
who fought to keep the Celtic tribes free from being overrun and over-ruled by the Saxons. Eventually the Saxons
did make a successful invasion, and Bath grew in such
importance that Saxon kings were crowned here. Large
monasteries accrued wealth, and the city had to have
large fortifications to protect its riches from Viking
invasions.
The settlement grew further in medieval times as a
market centre for the wool and cloth trade, attracting both
small and large farmers.
However, the town became truly fashionable in the
th
18 century when a wealthy benefactor sought to improve
the city. Ralph Allen was a post master who achieved
prominence by developing a new system for delivering
mail. He wanted Bath to be beautiful. Two architects, a
father and son team known as John Woods, the elder and
younger, gave Bath its wide spacious streets. This offered
a sharp contrast to the overcrowded lanes in London.
Local quarries of Bath stone were used to create the
beautifully curved buildings with their perfect symmetry
and proportions. The style was copied from a 16th century
Venetian architect, Andrea Palladio, hence the style now
known as Palladian architecture.
The new architectural style brought the city a refined
air, which duly attracted a refined populace. The city’s
Master of Ceremonies at this time was Richard Nash,
better known as ‘Beau’. He was an Oxford University
drop-out, a gambler and a dandy. But he knew how to
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attract stylish people to the city. Many rented rooms,
floors and even whole houses so they could spend the
social season here. Bath became a place to see and be
seen. As a result, Bath is the setting for many of Jane
Austen’s wealthier characters.
Today Bath is a World Heritage Site and one of the
most beautiful cities in England with Roman, Georgian,
Victorian and modern attractions.

How to get here
Train
From London Paddington Station, trains run
approximately every 30 minutes and the journey takes 1
hour and 40 minutes.
Visit www.thetrainline.com
Train info. tel: 08457 48 49 50
On arrival, walk ¼ mile north on Manvers Street,
past the Southgate shopping area, to reach The Roman
Baths and The Pump Rooms. Other sites are within
walking distance.
Bus
The coach journey takes more than 3 hours in each
direction.
For information visit
www.nationalexpress.com
Walk north on Southgate Street and onto Stall
Street, ¼ mile, to reach The Roman Baths and The Pump
Rooms.
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Places to see
Roman Baths
Much of the Roman building was lost to the city until
the 1720s when sewers were being dug and workers
uncovered the huge bronze head of the Goddess
Minerva. Archaeological work has since revealed the full
workings of the Roman baths.
Allow approximately two hours to tour the spring,
temple and the baths. Despite its two thousand year
history, the site is remarkably well preserved with
reservoir, drainage and treatment pools. The baths
contain the only mineral hot spring in England, and its
temperature, a cosy 46˚C or 115˚F.
www.romanbaths.co.uk
Admission includes free audio tours in several
languages.
If you are planning to visit the Fashion Museum then
you can combine tickets and save money.
Fashion Museum
Both men and women’s clothing from the 17th
century to present day are on display. In addition, visitors
can try on replica 18th century corsets and crinolines,
while children can dress themselves in Victorian costume.
Those who want to see more than the fashion collection
can book ahead and visit the Fashion Museum Study
Facilities – email fashion_bookings@bathnes.gov.uk
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In addition to historic fashions, the museum hosts
contemporary looks from famous designers. As expected,
this collection is constantly changing.
Audio guides are available.
www.fashionmuseum.co.uk
The museum can be found at the Assembly Rooms,
Bennett Street, a monumental building in its own right as
it was the gathering place for Georgian parties and balls.
Bath Abbey
Construction began in the 15th century, but it was
built over an older Norman church. The honey-coloured
stone supports a wonderful fan-shaped, vaulted ceiling.
You can climb to the top of the Abbey tower for a
wonderful view over Bath (however, you must pay for this
access).
The Pump Room
This was the fashionable place to ‘take the waters’
in the 18th century. The mineral waters that come from the
local spring were said to have health benefits, and
Georgians flocked here to enjoy the benefits. A fountain
here still provides drinking water from the mineral springs
– 50p a cup. A restaurant offers traditional food and often
a musical trio provides entertainment.
Pulteney Bridge and weir
This 18th century bridge is one of only four bridges
in the world with shops bordering both sides. Small cafes
and bars sit immediately beneath the bridge and give a
terrific view of the River Avon and the boats that pass
7
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there. A rare Victorian post box sits on the east bank of
the river.
Crossing the bridge will take you to Great Pulteney
Street. The Georgian architecture here has made it the
perfect backdrop for period films, including Vanity Fair
with Reese Witherspoon.
Tourist boats leave from here in decent weather.
Jane Austen Centre
Jane Austen lived in Bath in the early 19th century.
As a result, the city features in two of her novels,
Persuasion and Northanger Abbey. Much of Bath’s
architecture remains Georgian and it is easy to imagine
Austen’s heroines in the city streets.
The Jane Austen Centre celebrates everything
about Jane Austen novels and the era. You can see
reproductions of Regency clothing, dances, musical
instruments and learn the social norms of her time.
Exhibits also tell visitors about the author’s life and family,
bringing the writer herself to life.
http://www.janeausten.co.uk/
American Museum
This is only museum of Americana outside the USA.
The aim is to improve Anglo-American understanding,
and the display of maps, furniture, quilts and other
ephemera certainly does that. The museum is set in a 19th
century manor house.
To visit, by bus from the city centre: Take the
Orange bendy bus – no 18 or 418; or the blue bus to the
university, U18. Get off at the university campus and walk
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downhill for about half a mile. The museum is well
signposted.
A taxi from the train station to the museum takes
about 15 minutes.
www.americanmuseum.org
Sally Lunn’s Refreshment House and Museum
This is oldest house in Bath, built in 1483, and it is
now a living museum showing the original kitchen used by
Sally Lunn, a refugee who arrived in Bath in 1680. She
brought her baking skills and introduced townspeople to a
brioche-style bun, which became popular for breakfasts
and mid-afternoon tea. A tea shop and restaurant serve
Sally’s bun. However it is the old kitchen that Sally would
have used that is well worth a visit.
The kitchen is in the basement and forms part of the
free museum.
Bath’s beautiful architecture
The Georgian streets around Royal Crescent can be
viewed by walking north from the station or west from the
Pulteney Bridge toward The Circus (or by taking one of
the tours).
No. 1 Royal Crescent – this restored house is open
to the public and provides a wonderful window on life in
18th century Bath. Each room has authentic furnishings,
paintings, wall hangings and carpets. The kitchen, below
the stairs, is fully decked in Georgian manner. In every
room there are story-telling guides who bring the house,
and the era, to life.
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Tours
Bus
A bus tour of the city on an open-topped bus takes
you to the main sites and to the outskirts of the city. The
ticket allows you to get off and on the bus at each site.
Tel: 01225 330444
Email: hg@bathbuscompany.com
www.bathbuscompany.com
Guided Walking Tours
A free daily tour last two hours. It leaves from
outside the Abbey Churchyard at the entrance to the
Pump Room.
Times are Sunday to Friday at 10.30 am and 2 pm;
Saturday at 10.30 am.
www.bathguides.org.uk
Jane Austen Walking Tours
Guides take you to the places where Jane lived and
the settings for her novels. This tour begins at the Abbey
Churchyard at 11am each day and takes around 1½
hours.
http://www.janeausten.co.uk/walking_tours.ihtml
Tel: 01225 443000
Boat
A tour of Bath from the River Avon, takes 1 hour
and leaves from Pulteney Bridge
http://www.bathcityboattrips.com/
Bookings Tel: 07974 560197
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Interesting facts
Jane Austen did not enjoy Bath. Social etiquette of the
time meant that, as a relatively poor relative and
unmarried, she had little status. In addition, she had to
suffer the pretentious customs which gave rank to those
from prominent families.
Bath has given its name to many inventions, including:
Bath chairs – the early wheelchair.
Bath buns – a sweet baked dough, topped with sugar.
Tourist Office
Bath Tourist Information Centre
Abbey Churchyard
Bath
BA1 1LY
E-mail: tourism@bathtourism.co.uk
http://visitbath.co.uk/
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Distance from London: 47 miles or 76 kilometres.

Why visit?
Brighton is a British seaside town with an active
beach area and many tourist attractions. But it is also
home to Brighton University, which gives the town a
youthful and slightly boisterous air. The locals are
colourful, and that doesn’t only apply to the university
undergraduates. Watching people in Brighton can be a joy
as the locals, even those over the age of 55, often dress
in an unorthodox manner.
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Brief History
Brighton began as a small fishing village in the 7th
century. It was mentioned in the 11th century Doomsday
Book as having the name of Brighthelmstone.
In the 18th century, a prominent physician
recommended the health benefits of breathing in
Brighton’s fresh air and swimming in its bracing sea. As a
result, the popularity of this fishing village grew, and
London visitors flocked to take their dip in the sea. Hotels
were built, restaurants and entertainment venues were
added, and the village grew into a small town.
However, Brighton became even more fashionable
during the Regency Period (in the early 1800s King
George III was ill and his son, young George, Prince of
Wales, was designated ‘Regent’ on his father’s behalf).
The Prince of Wales was viewed by many in Parliament
as a wasteful philanderer, so he brought his court here,
away from the disapproving eyes of London. Along with
the young George came many fashionable designers,
architects and new thinkers.
While here the Prince of Wales fell in love with a
young Catholic widow, Maria Fitzherbert, and secretly
married her. They lived in a farmhouse on the outskirts of
town and were the toast of Brighton’s bohemian society.
All was well for the couple, until George was called back
to London for his official marriage (he could not marry a
Catholic, he was heavily in debt and Parliament promised
to increase his allowance if he took a bride of their
choosing). When George did as he was bid and married
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Caroline of Brunswick, Maria moved to a small house in
Brighton and the pair remained a tight couple.
Unsurprisingly, the Prince’s marriage to Caroline proved
to be disastrous with Parliament eventually paying her to
stay out of the country.
Much of Brighton’s architecture stems from
George’s happy years here with Maria. The Royal
Pavilion and the buildings in the Montpelier and
Brunswick areas all began at this time.
In 1841 the railway came to town bringing
Londoners in even greater numbers. The railway station,
with its clock and ornate roof, and Brighton pier are all
from the town’s Victorian era.

How to get here
Train
From Victoria and London Bridge train stations.
Journey time about 1 hour, with non-stop service.
Tel: 08457 48 49 50
Visit www.thetrainline.com
The area around the train station can appear seedy
with lots of second-hand shops and money lending
businesses. Follow the road that leads straight from the
station, Queen’s Road, and turn left at Church Street. The
initial seediness will give way after a few blocks, and you
will meet The Lanes, a warren of shopping alleys that will
lead, eventually, to the beach front.
Bus
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From Victoria Coach Station, the journey time is
around 2 hours and 10 minutes
For information visit www.nationalexpress.com
Brighton’s coach station is close to the sea front,
between the beach and The Lanes, a warren of shopping
alleys.
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Places to see
The Royal Pavilion
The Prince of Wales, with his unofficial wife Maria,
had initially lived in a farmhouse near the beach front. As
increasing number of friends arrived, they expanded the
property but soon even this was too small for the lavish
parties thrown by this party prince. George commissioned
one of the country’s leading architects, John Nash, and
gave him free rein to produce this folly with its extravagant
blend of Indian, Chinese and exotic fantasy .

The interior continues its fantasy theme with fiery
dragons overlooking the banqueting hall, nodding
mandarin figures in the gallery and a long sofa that looks
like an Egyptian river boat in the saloon. Tours are
recommended, with audio guides in many languages. The
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banqueting rooms and kitchen are well worth a visit –
grand on any scale but necessarily so given George’s
reputation for lavish parties.
The gardens are lovely and access is free.
A beautiful tearoom overlooks the Pavilion gardens
and, on the far side, is the Brighton Museum and Art
Gallery, admission free.
The Royal Pavilion is sometimes referred to as the
Brighton Pavilion.
For more information:
http://www.visitbrighton.com/culture/royal-pavilionp52803
Royal Pier
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A pier is a very Victorian invention, a raised
walkway, usually made of cast iron, built on pillars fixed to
the sea bed. The Victorians considered them an
engineering marvel against the power of the sea. To pay
for their construction and upkeep, traders and fairground
people rented small areas where they could sell their
goods or skills.
The pier in Brighton is one of just a few left in the
country. It juts half a kilometre out into the English
Channel and, while it is often a windy walk, it is well worth
venturing out and peering down onto the crashing waves.
Brighton pier keeps the trader tradition and along its
length lie fish and chip shops, ice cream stands, cafes,
bars, and even an amusement arcade (video games, slot
machines, pinball-style booths). At the far end of the pier,
the furthest point out to sea, is a fairground complete with
rides called ‘Scream’, ‘Twist’, and ‘The Turbo Coaster’.
There was a second pier to the west of Brighton, but
wear and tear from the sea and, finally a fire, took their
toll. This is now closed to the public, but its skeletal bones
still stand in the sea.
Brighton Beach
The beach is shingle so not an easy walk for those
who like to go barefoot. Beyond the tide level, at low
water, sand often replaces shingle, but the tide comes in
fast and care must be taken.
While cafes, art shops and children’s rides deck the
town side of the beach, the rest is free for visitors to run,
bathe and play. A designated nude beach lies at the east
end.
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If sport is your thing, visit the Yellowave Beach
Sports Venue where you can play beachside volleyball,
soccer and climbing.
http://www.yellowave.co.uk/
The Sea Life Centre
This lies to the west of the pier, walking distance
along the sand, and is the oldest working aquarium in the
world. The Sea Life Centre has a walk through
underwater tunnel, a glass bottomed boat and an
octopuses garden.
The Brighton Wheel
This newest attraction to the area gives wonderful
views of the coastal countryside and out across the
channel. The wheel stands 45 metres in height and has
36 glass pods that hold up to six adults and two children.
It moves a little faster than the London Eye, taking
four minutes per rotation. A single ride is three rotations
The Lanes
This warren of narrow streets is the original
Brighton, Brighthelmstone. The vast majority of shops are
independent and sell antiques, home décor, clothing and
even lighting. The lanes are built in meandering paths
and, while you might think yourself lost, the area is too
small not to find your way again.
North Laines
This web of streets north of The Lanes contains
shops catering to Brighton’s more colourful residents.
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Clothing aimed at hippies, punks, Goths and those who
consider themselves too alternative to be stamped by a
brand name will find the area appealing.

Tours
Walking
Downloadable app available from the website:
http://www.visitbrighton.com/things-to-do/walkingguides
Bus
A hop-on/hop-off bus tour takes in most of the sites.
www.brightontours.net

Interesting facts
Old Stein Road, between The Lanes and the beach
front, was once the residence of Maria Fitzherbert, King
George IV’s mistress – look for number 55.
To the left of the Pier is Volks Electric Railway,
created by a Victorian inventor. It is the oldest running
electric railway. Part of the rail used to sit on stilts over the
sea, but this has now been lost. You can take the railway
to the sports centre and the marina.
The Old Ship Hotel on the sea front was built in
1559.

Tourist Office
www.visitbrighton.com
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Cambridge

London

Distance from London: 50 miles or 80 kilometres.

Why visit
This world famous university town sits at the edge of the
marshy Fens, a flat expanse of land that stretches out
toward the North Sea. While Cambridge’s collegiate
spires offer historic appeal, the town’s student population
provide a youthful buzz.

Brief history
There is evidence of Roman settlements in the area,
but Cambridge actually grew from ecclesiastical roots
when renegade monks fled Oxford in 1209 to create their
own place of learning on the River Cam. We can only
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assume a bridge was involved, hence the name
Cambridge.
Cambridge University is made up of 32 selfgoverning colleges, each with their own finances and
academic strengths. The first college was Peterhouse,
founded in 1284, with the most recent college, Robinson,
created in the 1970s. In the Middle Ages, students were
expected to pray for their college’s founder. As a result,
most of the early colleges have chapels.
The university has been home to many academics
through the years including Erasmus, Isaac Newton,
Charles Darwin and today’s well-known scientist Stephen
Hawking. Cambridge University colleges provide the
historical backbone of the city, but townspeople have long
objected to the academic privileges given to students and
dons. As a result, there have been ‘town and gown’
struggles in the city’s past.
Many of the university colleges are clustered along
the River Cam, therefore a river punt, or flat-bottomed
boat, offers a relaxing and informative journey.

How to get here
Train
From King’s Cross, travel time 45 minutes (by nonstop Cambridge Cruiser which leaves every 30 minutes)
Tel: 08457 48 49 50
www.thetrainline.com
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Bus
From Victoria Coach Terminal, the journey time
takes more than two hours with stops at Stansted Airport
to take on new passengers and drop others off.
For information visit www.nationalexpress.com
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Places to see
The Colleges
Most of the colleges accept paid visitors during
limited periods but not at all during exam times.

King’s College is the most famous of Cambridge
University’s colleges. It was founded in 1441 by Henry VI
so that scholars from Eton could finish their education.
King’s College is most famous for its Christmas Eve
service, now broadcast around the world.
St Catherine’s College goes back to 1473. It was
named after St Catherine, the patron saint of learning.
Gonville and Caius (pronounced Keys) was named
after John Caius in the 16th Century. He decreed that the
college admit no scholar who ‘is deformed, dumb, blind,
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lame, maimed, mutilated, a Welshman, or suffering from
any grave or contagious illness, or an invalid, that is sick
in a serious measure.’
Trinity College is the largest within Cambridge and
probably has the grandest pedigree with 85 Nobel
prizewinners among its alumni.
St John’s College is the richest of all Cambridge
University colleges.
Again, some of the colleges are open to visitors,
often for a fee, but this varies depending on the college
schedule. There is usually a porter at each college gate
who can offer advice on visiting.
Behind many of the college grounds lies The Backs
– green fields with grazing cattle bordering the River Cam.
Punts cruise the river, while students picnic on the
riverside in good weather.
University Museums
The Fitzwilliam Museum (Trumpington Street)
contains art from Titian to Picasso as well as books,
coins, manuscripts and medals.
The Sedgewick Museum of Earth Sciences
(Downing Street) is the oldest Cambridge museum and
specialises in fossils and rocks – some from Charles
Darwin’s famous expedition on the Beagle.
The Whipple Museum of Science (Free School Lane
off Pembroke Street) hosts scientific instruments that date
from the Middle Ages.
The Botanic Gardens (Bateman Street) offers a
quiet stroll through a vast array of botanic specimens.
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Non-University sites worth seeing
Most of the roads in the town centre lead to Market
Square, a comfortable place for walking. The market
place offers a large array of independent traders. On its
far side, you will see a tall church, St Mary the Great. This
Gothic building is the main university and city church.
Visitors are usually welcome and, for a fee, can climb to
the top of the spire and survey the city and the
surrounding countryside.
Much of the land is low lying and was once mostly
marsh. As a result, few places in the area are more than
50 feet in altitude. This allows the city’s wonderful old
architecture to dominate the landscape.
The Round Church (at the junction of Bridge St and
St John’s St.) is a Norman building and was constructed
in 1130 to honour the Crusaders. Services no longer take
place here, but it is open to visitors.
The Eagle pub (Bene’t Street) – A great pub with a
warren of rooms offering history from its origins as a 16th
century hostelry, to World War II when it was frequented
by American airmen who scrawled messages with
cigarette lighters on the ceiling. In the 1950s, The Eagle
was the regular haunt of James Watson and Francis
Crick, Nobel Prize winners for their discovery of the
structure of DNA.
Bookshops
St Edward’s Passage (off Peas Hill near Market
Square) has two small second-hand bookshops that offer
great browsing opportunities.
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The town is also home to Heffers, a wonderfully
large and well-stocked book shop offering academic and
regular titles.
Cambridge University Press has a shop on King’s
Parade.

Tours
Bus
Sightseeing buses with hop-on/hop-off service and
tours in several languages pick up from the train station,
tour the town and then journey out to the American
Cemetery and Memorial.
www.city-sightseeing.com
Local telephone number: 01223 423578
Walking
Two-hour walking tours are operated by the tourist
office. In addition there are downloadable podcast guides
to the city. Contact the tourist office website for details:
www.visitcambridge.org
Boat
Punting – Punts are flat-bottomed boats traditional
to Cambridge. They are for hire, either with a guide and
‘punter’ or you be your own punter, and cruise your own
boat using a long pole on the shallow river bed, to explore
the river. To find the punting sheds start from King’s
College, go right (down Trinity Street, left at Bridge Street)
or left (along King’s Parade and turn right down Silver
Street).
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www.scudamores.com
The river journey, whether with a guide or selfsteered, will take you past Queen’s College and the
Mathematical Bridge (don’t believe anyone who tells you it
was built without screws – it simply looks rickety. And it
should as it was built in 1749). Further along the river you
pass Clare College, Trinity and St John’s. It’s a
wonderfully relaxing way to view Cambridge. No traffic
noise, only the excited screams of visitors as their ‘punter’
loses balance.
Interesting Facts
The train station was built over a mile away from the
colleges to deter students from nipping down to London
for evenings out.
Cambridge University Footlights Dramatic Club
launched the careers of many successful entertainers
such as Monty Python cast members John Cleese, Eric
Idle and Graham Chapman; also David Frost, Stephen
Fry and Hugh Laurie.
Cambridge University Folk Festival is world
renowned and takes place in July-August each year.

Tourist Office
The Cambridge Tourist Information Centre
Peas Hill
Cambridge
CB2 3AD
Tel: 01223 464732
www.visitcambridge.org
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Canterbury

London

Canterbury

Distance from London: 60 miles or 100 kms

Why visit?
The historic centre of Christianity in England with
pilgrims making journeys here since the 13th century.

Brief history
Canterbury was settled by the ancient Britons. The
area was conquered by the Romans in the 1st century. As
Roman rule waned, the area became home to a Saxon
community of farmers who lived inside the Roman walls
for protection from other tribes, especially the Danes and
Vikings. In the 6th century, a Benedictine monk called
Augustine was sent by the Pope to convert the island
people to Christianity. King Ethelbert of Kent (Kent is still
the county name for the region) was amenable to
29
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conversion as his wife was already Christian. With
successful conversions, Augustine became the first
Archbishop of Canterbury and leader of all Christians on
this island. As a result, Canterbury Cathedral is the oldest
cathedral in the UK. To this day, the Archbishop of
Canterbury is head of the Church of England and the
Anglican community worldwide.
The most famous Archbishop of Canterbury was
Thomas Becket. In the 12th century he had a dispute with
King Henry II over the rights of the church and was
assassinated in the cathedral. Thomas Becket was made
a saint and martyr, and the cathedral became a
pilgrimage site for visitors from around Europe.
In the 14th century, the cathedral was considered a
place of healing, and Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales tells
humorous stories of pilgrims who journeyed to the
cathedral.
When Henry VIII took control of the church in the
16th century, Canterbury was sacked by his royal
supporters and much of the cathedral’s gold and jewels
were taken to the Tower of London. Henry’s daughter
Mary, a devout Catholic, tried to undo her father’s work
and set about bringing Catholicism back to England. In
Canterbury, many Protestants were burned at the stake
for refusing to pledge a return to the old faith.
In a surprising and controversial piece of history, the
Mayflower’s voyage to the new world is said to have
begun here. In 1620 Robert Cushman leased the vessel
for himself and fellow pilgrims. The deal was done at 59
Palace Street.
30
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How to get here
Train
Trains leave London from several stations: St.
Pancras, Charing Cross and Victoria. The journey times
vary from 1 hour to 1 hour and 44 minutes, and trains
arrive at either Canterbury East or Canterbury West
stations. Both are about a 1 mile walk to the cathedral.
Visit www.thetrainline.com
Train info tel: 08457 48 49 50
Bus
From Victoria Coach Station the journey time is
around two hours.
For information visit www.nationalexpress.com

Places to see
Canterbury Cathedral
The cathedral was founded in 602 by St. Augustine
as he sought to bring Christianity to the British island.
Archaeological scrutiny shows the original cathedral was
built over a Roman road. The cathedral went through
many reconstructions after being attacked by Danes and
Vikings in the 8th and 10th centuries. It was totally rebuilt in
the 11th century and stands today in all its Norman glory
complete with a crypt. The cathedral is the burial site of
Edward the Black Prince – named after the colour of his
armour, and not an indication of evil. Edward never
became king as he died shortly before his father, but he
was a well-respected military leader.
The cathedral is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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St. Martin’s Church
This is the oldest church still in constant use in
England. It began life as a private chapel for the use of
Queen Bertha of Kent in the 6th century. The walls of St.
Martin’s Church include red bricks taken from the earlier
Roman construction.
Canterbury Castle
A Norman fortification from the 11th century, it
replaced an earlier one built by the Danes. Admission is
free.
The Poor Priests’ Hospital
This was founded in the 14th century and now
houses the Museum of Canterbury with everyday items
from Roman, Saxon and the Middle Ages.
Canterbury Tales
Geoffrey Chaucer was a 14th century customs
official and poet who wrote bawdy tales of pilgrims
travelling from London to Thomas Becket’s shrine. His
work is now re-enacted with stories from the Wife of Bath
to the Miller and the Pardoner. This takes place in St.
Margaret’s Church on St. Margaret Street in the centre of
town.

Tours
Walking
Daily tours of the city take in the cathedral, the ruins
of St. Augustine’s Abbey, the Roman walls, pilgrims’ inns
and weavers’ homes.
Contact: www.canterbury-walks.co.uk
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Boat
Chauffeured boats take visitors on a 40 minute
journey along the River Stour alongside a Franciscan
island with a 13th century chapel, past a 12th century
hospital and on toward weavers’ cottages and priories.

Interesting facts
The Thomas Becket, 21 Best Lane, is a traditional
pub. But be warned – it is so traditional that no credit
cards are accepted.
The Goods Shed, Station Road West, offers good
local foods such as chicken, chard and sorrel. It has won
the Soil Association Award for Local Food and prides
itself on organic offerings.

Tourist Office
12 Sun Street
Canterbury CT1 2HX
Tel: 01227 378100
www.canterbury.co.uk

34

Ely

Ely
Ely

London

Distance to London: 80 miles or 130 kms.

Why Visit?
Ely is one of England’s smallest cities, however it is home
to one of its most beautiful cathedrals.

Brief History
Ely became prominent in the 7th century when Ethelreda,
a wealthy nun, settled here. Although a nun, Ethereda
was also married. Her first husband had respected her
vow of chastity but, after he died, her second husband
threatened to take her virginity. Ethelreda went on the run,
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eventually settling on this inaccessible island among the
protective mashes that make up the Fens.
She set up an abbey here at Eel Island, the early
name for Ely. The abbey grew wealthy until sacked by the
Danes in the 9th century.
The Fens have long provided protection from
outside invaders, and Ely was one of the last places in
England to be occupied by followers of William the
Conqueror in the 11th Century.
Construction of the cathedral began with the
Normans and, despite some partial collapse, work
continued until the 16th century when Henry VIII
demanded that religious orders give up their properties.
The marshlands have long provided the locals with
a livelihood from birding, eel catching and the harvesting
of rushes. However, this changed in the 17th century when
wealthy landowners began mass drainage schemes to
turn the marsh to agricultural land. Drainage meant that
Ely was no longer cut off from the surrounding
countryside, and visitors no longer had to wade the
hidden paths to its shores.
Oliver Cromwell, leader of England’s 17th century
revolution that saw the beheading of Charles I and
Cromwell’s rule as Lord Protector, began his career in Ely
as a tax collector. His house is open to visitors.
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How to get here
Train:
Trains run from London King’s Cross every hour, every
half hour if you are willing to change in Cambridge. The
direct journey takes one hour and five minutes.
Visit www.thetrainline.com
Train info tel: 08457 48 49 50
Bus – not recommended.
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Places to See
Ely Cathedral
Ely Cathedral dominates the low lying landscape of
the Fen countryside and its outline can be seen from 15
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miles away on a clear day – hence its nickname, Ship of
the Fens.
Construction began in the 11th century by William
the Conqueror. In the 14th century, the original central
tower of the cathedral collapsed. Its replacement, the
Octogan, is an unusual church construction of four large
and four small arches that lift the octagonal tower high
above the nave and surrounding chapels. At its top, the
Octagon is graced with wooden framed paintings of
medieval saints.

The Lady Chapel sits north of the nave. Its 14th
century construction included walls carved with angels
and biblical depictions of women. However, when Henry
VIII’s men took over the monastery in reformation times
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they carefully beheaded every single carving and
destroyed the stained glass of the windows. Clear glass
has been installed and a modern depiction of Mary.
Oliver Cromwell’s House
Downstairs is the tourist office while the back area
and upstairs have been restored to their 17th century glory
with well depicted living areas.
Oliver Cromwell lived as a tax collector in Ely, a
position he gained from an uncle. But his role in England’s
history is momentous. He went from local tax collector to
independent puritan to military leader of the roundheads
in the English Civil War. Convinced that God was guiding
his victories, he led the military movement against the
Royalist forces of Charles I, who believed he himself was
ordained by God to lead the nation.
Charles I was caught, Cromwell signed his death
warrant, and he himself became the Lord Protector of the
country. He led the country with puritanical zeal – fierce
genocidal campaigns against Catholics in Scotland and
Ireland and, among other things, he outlawed dance and
embroidered underwear. He was buried at Westminster,
but when Charles II was brought back to the throne (after
agreeing to respect Parliament), he had Cromwell’s body
dug up and beheaded.
Waterside
This is easy to find if you follow all routes downhill to
the River Ouse. A lovely idle walk with tearooms, antique
shops and restaurants.
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Tours
Ely Cathedral offers several tours each day of the
cathedral itself, of the Octagon which means climbing the
steep medieval stairs to the top of the tower, and of the
stained glass museum.

Interesting Facts
The buildings around Ely Cathedral represent the
largest collection of medieval buildings still in use in this
country.
At the time of the Domesday Book was written, Ely
was the second richest monastery in the country.
Tourist Office
Oliver Cromwell’s House
29 St. Mary’s Street
Ely
Cambs CB7 4HF
Tel: 01353 662062
Email: tic@eastcambs.gov.uk
www: http://visitely.eastcambs.gov.uk/
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Leeds Castle
Distance from London: 40 miles or 70 kms

Why visit?
Leeds Castle is considered to be one of England’s
most beautiful, romantic and best preserved castles, all
surrounded by acres of grassland.

Brief history
Leeds Castle dates back to a fortification built in the
12 century on a small island within a natural lake. It
offered the ideal place for protection.
th
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In the 13th century, it became a Queen’s castle,
which means it was owned by a series of royal brides,
including Eleanor of Castile and Isabella of France.
Henry VIII visited his first wife, Queen Catherine,
here and he later used it as a base to visit his next wife,
Anne Boleyn, at her home in nearby Hever Castle. Henry
loved Leeds Castle and often retreated to its protective
walls when the plague would strike London.
Henry’s son, Edward VI, gave the castle to one of
Henry’s courtiers as a gift for pacifying the Irish.
Since then, Leeds Castle has been in private
ownership and through the centuries has been used as a
prison and a military barracks.
The last private owner was Lady Olive Baillie. In a
story that sounds a little like Downton Abbey, Lady Baillie
supported the castle on money she inherited from her
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American mother’s family. Unlike Lady Downton though,
Lady Baillie had three husbands. She used her money to
refurbish Leeds Castle and make it a luxurious private
residence. David Niven, Errol Flynn and Douglas
Fairbanks all stayed here.
Lady Baillie left the castle in the hands of a
charitable trust, the Leeds Castle Foundation, with the
aim of preserving the property for the benefit of the public.
As a result, the castle’s upkeep is maintained not just for
daily visitors but also as a place for weddings and
conferences. The interior of the castle feels warm and has
a beautifully lived-in air.

How to get here?
Train
Trains leave from London Victoria to Bearsted
Station every 30 minutes. Journey time is 1 hour 8
minutes. From Bearsted Station a castle bus will take you
the ten minute journey to Leeds Castle.
Bus
Not recommended.
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Places to see
The castle and its grounds are built around two
lakes. After paying your entrance money at the ticket
gate, there are two ways you can get to the castle. A
fifteen minute walk alongside the River Len will take you
past beautiful gardens or you can take the toy train, which
bypasses much of the flower garden.
The stone bridge which crosses the lake and serves
as the entrance to the castle grounds is a relatively new
installation, it was originally a wooden drawbridge.

The gatehouse was once the central foundation,
built to prevent any attack. Later it provided housing for
servants and horses. It still looks as it would have in the
13th century with thick walls and small windows. A
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grassed in courtyard sits between the gatehouse, the
main castle and the surrounding walls. To enter the
castle, you must follow a path outside the walls, past the
Maiden’s Tower, and gain entry through the cellar of the
castle. This would have been the central store for grain,
wine and meats.
Above the cellar, you enter the Tudor section of the
castle. An internal bridge links two islands that make up
the castle and takes you to the Queen’s bedroom,
bathroom and gallery. Henry VIII’s banqueting hall and
the chapel all flow from these rooms.
The joy of Leeds Castle is that while other castles
dating from Tudor times may feel cold and unliveable, the
Queen’s rooms here aren’t vast and movement from one
to the other flows with no long drafty corridors. So much
so, that the place almost feels quite intimate and it is easy
to imagine living here.
The Gloriette staircase takes you to the newer
section of the castle. The rooms here don’t feel quite so
intimate, but the warm colours, chintzy furniture and vivid
wall hangings gives the sense of wealthy accommodation.
There are 24 bedrooms in this section of the castle
– some rooms can be rented out for weddings and
conferences. The seminar room was once Lady Baillie’s
sitting room and has hosted Egypt-Isreali peace talks.
Each room, from Lady Baillie’s dressing room,
bedroom and through to the drawing rooms and library,
are beautifully decorated.
Outdoors, Leeds Castle has plenty to see. The
Culpepper Garden is laid out in typical English country
garden style and grows flowers, fruits and herbs.
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Terraced gardens lie beyond these and look out over a
secondary lake known as The Great Water. Beyond this is
the aviary, the vineyard and the maze, complete with an
underground grotto.
An education centre, a Knight’s Realm Adventure
Playground, craft café and natural trail can keep younger
visitors amused for several hours.
Several restaurants and cafes also sit in the
grounds and there is grassland galore for picnics.

Interesting facts
The castle’s sundial can tell the time in Kent, UK,
and Virginia, USA. A former owner of Leeds Castle, Lord
Fairfax, also owned property in the Americas, close to
George Washington’s home at Mount Vernon. He
commissioned the sundial to ensure it met the
requirements of both his homes.
Another former owner of Leeds Castle was Lord
Culpepper. In the 17th century he inherited 5 million acres
of land in America. Shortly after the inheritance, he left his
wife and Leeds Castle and took up the position of
Governor of Virginia.
The Maiden’s Tower was originally intended as a
brew house for beer – in Tudor times beer was a safer
alternative to foul drinking water.
The castle is also famed for its Dog Collar Museum
and has the largest collection of dog collars in England.
The collection spans five centuries.
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Oxford

London

Distance from London: 50 miles or 80 kilometres

Why visit?
Knows as ‘the city of dreaming spires’ because of its
ancient colleges, Oxford also epitomises a modern British
town.

Brief history
Oxford is an old Saxon town, initially known as
Oxanforda – a fording point on the river for oxen.
Historical accounts mention a nunnery here in the 8th
century, but by the 10th century it was a military frontier
between the warring kingdoms of Wessex and Mercia.
As a place of study, it seems to have begun in the
th
12 century when rioting in Paris led English students to
hurry home. Oxford received a Papal blessing as a place
of learning in 1215, and the first colleges were formed
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with their own rules and privileges in 1249 (University
College).
Other colleges soon formed and were often
associated with political and religious turbulence.
However, they frequently supported the losing side. For
instance, in the civil war, the college supported the King;
while the town of Oxford declared support for Parliament.
Like Cambridge, Oxford University has no central
building or campus. Instead each individual college
functions as its own entity with its own rules, financing
and specialist subjects.

How to get here
Train
From Paddington Station, leaves approximately
every 30 minutes and the journey takes one hour.
Tel: 08457 48 49 50
www.thetrainline.com
Bus
Buses leave Victoria coach station three to four
times every hour. Journey time in each direction is around
1 ½ hours.
Buses also stop at Marble Arch and Baker Street;
check the website for further information and times.
www.oxfordbus.co.uk
www.nationalexpress.com
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Places to see
University of Oxford
It is the oldest university in the English-speaking
world. There are 35 colleges. The most interesting are:
Christ Church – it is the largest and grandest of
Oxford’s colleges and started life as Cardinal College
(named after Cardinal Wolsey). Following Wolsey’s fall
from grace, Henry VIII named it after himself and it was
renamed again in 1545 as Christ Church. It contains a
beautiful old cathedral, one of the smallest in England.
But Christ Church is probably best known for providing a
backdrop to scenes in films such as Brideshead Revisited
and Harry Potter.
The college’s meadows lie to the south and offer a
beautiful relaxing place to admire the spires and
countryside.
Merton College – founded in 1264, was the first
secular college. University College and Balloil, although
older, were founded for religious study.
Bodleian Library – opened in 1602, this is one of the
oldest libraries in Europe and is the main research library
in Oxford University. The collection of books was first
formed in the 15th century after an endowment given by
the Duke of Gloucester. An exhibition room is under the
archway, ‘Scholas Naturalis Philosphiae’.
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The library contains the Radcliffe Camera, a
baroque rotunda given to house Dr. Radcliffe’s science
books. It was Britain’s first circular library.
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Magdalen College (pronounced Maudlin) dominates
the High Street. Its high tower is an easy landmark. The
college was founded on the site of an old hospital in 1458.
Hertford Bridge – is also known as the Bridge of
Sighs after the similar construction in Venice.
The Ashmolean Museum – Oxford’s Museum of Art
and Architecture, was recently reopened after
renovations. This is Britain’s oldest museum (1683) with
artefacts from around the world, dating from prehistory to
present day.
The Pitt Rivers Museum (South Parks Road) – A
Victorian museum of anthropology and ethnology,
complete with shrunken heads!
Non-university sites
University Church of St Mary the Virgin – built in the
th
13 century, then rebuilt 200 years later, this church
offers the best views of Oxford from the tower.
High Street Covered Market – the oldest covered
market in England, lots of small individual-owned trading
shops.
Oxford University Press Bookshop – 116 High
Street, offers titles published by the university.
Blackwells – 48 Broad Street, much of the 10,000
square feet of book space has been excavated under
Trinity College Gardens. This is the largest book shop in
Europe.
The Eagle and Child, 49 St. Giles – known as ‘the
bird and baby’, this pub was a popular haunt for C.S.
Lewis and JRR Tolkien.
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Iffley Road – it was at this running track that Roger
Bannister, a 25 year old medical student, ran the fourminute mile in 1954.

Blenheim Palace

About 8 miles from Oxford, on the outskirts of the
village of Woodstock, likes Blenheim Palace, birthplace of
Winston Churchill.
Blenheim had been a deer park until it was given to
the first Duke of Marlborough following his success at the
Battle of Blenheim in Bavaria in 1704. This monumental
palace remains the family home of the Dukes of
Marlborough.
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The family are keen on bringing in visitors, and they
offer well organised tours of the house and gardens that
will reference the popular television series, Downton
Abbey.
Getting here: Buses leave Oxford train station
every half hour and stop outside Blenheim Palace and the
beautiful Cotswold village of Woodstock (well worth a
browse).

Oxford Tours
Bus
Hop-on, Hop-off sightseeing bus – leaves from the
http://www.citysightseeingoxford.com
Walking
Meet outside the tourist office, covers about 2 miles
and lasts 1.5 hours
Visit the tourist office website for more information
www.visitoxford.org
Boats
Punting – Punts are flat-bottomed boats traditional
to Oxford. They are for hire, either with a guide to inform
you of the locale or to self-propel with a long pole on the
shallow river bed. To reach the punting sheds, head to
Magdalen Bridge or Folly Bridge.
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Interesting facts
Oxford University was once called ‘The home of lost
causes.’
James Smithson (founder of the Smithsonian
Institute), William Fulbright, Oscar Wilde, Lewis Carroll
and T.S. Elliot all studied here.

Tourist Office
15-16 Broad Street, Oxford
Tel: 01865 252200
www.visitoxford.org
info@visitoxfordshire.org
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Portsmouth
Distance between London and Portsmouth: 73 miles or
118 kms.

Why visit?
An old naval town with beautifully restored old ships
such as HMS Victory and the Mary Rose, and where you
can tour the childhood home of Charles Dickens.

Brief history
Although the Romans had a settlement here, and
the Normans built a castle, it was not until the 16th
century, when the Tudors developed Portsmouth as a
royal dockyard, that the town really began to grow. The
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Mary Rose was Henry VIII’s grandest battleship, but it
sank before his eyes as it left Portsmouth harbour to do
battle with the French.
Through the centuries Portsmouth remained an
important naval dockyard. HMS Victory, the British
flagship that helped win the Battle of Trafalgar against
French and Spanish forces now sits restored in the
harbour.
The city has had a fraught relationship with its
neighbours across the English Channel. In the 14th
century a French shipping fleet sailed in bearing English
flags. No one suspected they were hostile forces until it
was too late, and residents were raped, massacred and
the buildings burnt to the ground. King Edward III was so
apologetic he gave the surviving residents an exemption
from tax so they could rebuild the city.
Portsmouth harbour and nearby Southsea beach
were both embarkation points for D-Day landings during
World War II.

How to get here
Train
Trains leave from Waterloo every 15 minutes and
take between one hour and thirty minutes and two hours
depending on the number of stops. Trains also leave from
Victoria, but are less frequent.
http://www.thetrainline.com/
Bus
Travel from London Victoria Coach Station and the
journey time is around two hours.
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http://www.nationalexpress.com
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Places of interest
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard
Henry VIII’s ship, the Mary Rose capsized on its
maiden voyage and many now suspect that it was too
heavy or the distribution of cannon disturbed the ship’s
balance. The hull of the Mary Rose was raised from the
sea bed in 1982 and now can be viewed from a covered
dry dock. The contents of the ship can be seen in the
nearby Exhibitions Hall.
HMS Victory is the ship that helped win the Battle of
Trafalgar but saw the demise of its captain, Horatio
Nelson. A new visitor centre shows how the crew lived
and provides a sense of life at sea in the 16th century.
D-Day Museum
Provides imagery of the event, including a 272 foot
(83m) embroidered panel detailing the World War II
landing on Normandy beaches in 1944.
Charles Dickens Museum
The author of Oliver Twist, A Christmas Carol and
other old favourites was born in this house in 1812. The
premises now stands as a museum to his life, and is
furnished completely in Victorian style.
Spinnaker Tower
A modern symbol of Portsmouth’s redevelopment,
this landmark rises 170m above the landscape. The
design mimics the wind flowing through a spinnaker sail.
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A high speed lift takes visitors to the top, or they can
simply climb to lower level viewing platforms.

Interesting facts
England’s last fatal duel took place in Portsmouth in
1845 between James Seton and Charles Hawkey.
Seton’s flirtation with Hawkey’s wife meant the two men
were honour bound to meet in a duel. But only one of
them could return. The event led to a ban on duelling in
England.
Richard the Lionheart (Richard I) created
fortifications and summoned an army to Portsmouth after
he was released as a hostage and returned from the
crusades.
The money to build Portsmouth’s dry docks and
harbour were raised from Henry VIII’s sale of monasteries
and their lands.

Tourist Office
VIC and D-Day Museum
Clarence Esplanade
Southsea PO5 3NT
Tel: 0239 282 6722
http://www.visitportsmouth.co.uk/
vis@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
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Distance from London – 80 miles or 130 kilometres

Why visit?
No matter how often you might see photographs, visiting
the site and viewing this ancient stone construction is
simply a privilege.

Brief history
Little is known about the origins of Stonehenge,
although it is estimated to have been built between 2,000
and 3,000 B.C., probably in several phases and over
thousands of years. Academics through the centuries
have speculated on its purpose. In the 12th century it was
said to be associated with the tales of Merlin, by the 17th
century learned men placed its origins with the Romans.
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In the 18th century the Druids were given responsibility for
its construction – although no one knew who the druids
were with many arguments over whether they were
pagans or early Christians. These theories didn’t satisfy
the curious, and in the 19th century Phoenicians, Greeks
and even intergalactic aliens have been given credit for
the massive work that took place at Stonehenge.
Among archaeologists, few dispute that construction
was based on astronomy. On the morning of Summer
Solstice, the longest day of the year, the sun shines
directly through the centre of the structure. What adds to
the curiosity is that in prehistoric times, men and women
had to work extremely hard to procure food for their
families. No work, truly meant no food. Therefore, such
sacrifice in man hours of labour, over so many centuries,
had to be vital to the people who built Stonehenge.
It is believed the site was built and created in three
stages stretching over 3,000 years. Unfortunately, around
half the stone are missing, believed to have been dragged
off in later years and used for building.
Stage 1
Around 3,000 BC
A huge circular ditch, around 360 feet (110m) in
diameter was dug from the ground and used to create a
raised bank. The builders left the bones of deer and some
of their flint tools in the ditch. This has all been immensely
useful to researchers.
Within the circle were 56 pits, themselves in a circle,
all about 3 feet (1 m) in diameter and depth. These may
have held wooden poles to create a vast timbre circle –
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although, after 5,000 years there is no evidence of the
wooden poles.

Stage 2
Timber postholes have been found, especially
toward the northeast entrance to the circle where the sun
rises at Summer Solstice. There is also evidence of
cremations and burials from this time, indicating that the
area was used for funerals.
Stage 3
This era begins at around 2,600 BC when stone is
introduced to the construction. There were several types
of stone used:
The Blue Stones at Stonehenge each weigh around
6 tons and were hauled over 240 miles from a quarry in
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Wales. Their layout was rearranged at least four times
over the next 1000 years.

The huge Sarsen stones were brought to
Stonehenge from a quarry 25 miles (40 kms) away. These
stones are huge – eight foot wide, five foot thick and 25
foot long. The stones were carved with grooves to allow
them to be linked to other stones. Deep holes were dug
and the stones erected to stand in a 110 foot (33m)
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diameter circle with lintel stones mounted on top, again
linked by tongue and groove joints.
Each standing stone was 13 feet (4m) high and the
angle of erection widened toward the top to create the
illusion that the gap is the same as it is at the bottom.
There is evidence of a timber circle 2 miles (3 kms)
away on the banks of the River Avon, along with huge
pyres that indicated a processional walk. The timber circle
is orientated toward the Midwinter Solstice (the shortest
day of the year).

How to get to here by public transport
Train
From London Waterloo to Salisbury – Two trains run
every hour and journey time is 80 minutes
Tel: 08457 48 49 50
Visit www.thetrainline.com
From Salisbury train station, a bus company takes
visitors on the 30 minute journey to Stonehenge.
www.thestonehengetour.info
Buses leave on the hour from Salisbury train station.
The tour buses operate as a jump on/jump off service for
tourists.
The tour also stops at Old Sarum, an iron-age site
built around 500BC. It was later occupied by the Romans,
the Anglo Saxons and the Normans. It grew to become a
large community with a cathedral. However, the site was
abandoned in the 12th century because of a water
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shortage, and the town – cathedral and all – decamped to
Salisbury. Many stories of its demise have become
entwined with Stonehenge and developed mythological
qualitites.
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Stonehenge Visitor Centre
The visitor centre provides personal audio guides
free with admission. The information is delivered in many
languages.
There is a café at the site for drinks, sandwiches
and cakes. These can also be bought at and around the
train station.
The land around Stonehenge is flat – known as
Salisbury Plain – so the wind whips through, and it can be
extremely cold.
Be warned - Wrap up well!

Tourist Office
www.stonehenge.co.uk
Email: info@stonehenge.co.uk
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Stratford‐upon‐Avon
Stratford-upon-Avon

London

Distance from London: 100 miles or 160 kms.

Why Visit
Birthplace of William Shakespeare and home to the Royal
Shakespeare Company.

Brief History
Stratford-upon-Avon began as a shallow crossing point
across the River Avon and quickly became a popular
place for farmers to bring produce to market. The
farmland here is rich and lies near the popular sheep
raising area known as the Cotswolds. An offshoot of all
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this produce is leather, and Stratford-upon-Avon grew as
a centre for tanning leather in the 15th to 17th centuries.
William Shakespeare was born here in 1564. His
father was a glover in town, hence the connection to
leather. William was one of eight children and probably
attended the local grammar school. He married Ann
Hathaway in 1582 and they had three children. Little is
known of why he left for London – these are considered
the ‘lost years’ of Shakespeare. But he returned, bought a
home here in 1597 and inherited his birthplace on the
death of his father.

How to get here
Train
From London Marylebone station, the train journey takes
2 hours and 5 minutes.
For information: http://www.thetrainline.com/
Bus
From London Victoria Coach station, the journey takes 3
hours.
For information: http://www.nationalexpress.com
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Places to visit
Shakespeare’s Birthplace
This was originally two separate dwellings, and
Shakespeare is said to have been born in the west side of
the house. This half has been restored with 16th century
furnishings and décor. The other half is a museum
illustrating Shakespeare’s work and times.
Numerous restorations of the property have taken place
through the centuries and it is difficult to ascertain exactly
what is original to the property.
Hall’s Croft
This was the home of Shakespeare’s daughter, Susanna,
and her husband John, a doctor. The house has been
decorated in period furniture, with one room set up as a
16th century doctor’s office.
New Place
This is the property bought by Shakespeare on his return
from London. It was pulled down by a local preacher in a
dispute over taxes in the 18th century but has now been
restored to its early glory.
Holy Trinity Church
Shakespeare was christened and buried in this 13th
century church. Visitors are welcome, but it remains a
functioning parish church and tourists must respect
church goers.
Shakespeare’s grave lies to the north side, complete with
a monument and coloured bust.
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The Royal Shakespeare Company
The company operate two theatres in town – the
Royal Shakespeare and the Swann Theatre. The Royal
Shakespeare is the largest, seating an audience of over a
thousand. While it is a dedicated Shakespearean theatre,
it occasionally presents other productions.
The Swann Theatre is smaller and set up in
traditional Elizabethan style, with the audience sitting
much closer to the stage.
Tours of both theatres are offered – both behind the
scenes and front of house.
The Falstaff Experience
This is a little bit of fun in a 500 year old property
that has been restored in Tudor style. The building is said
to be haunted, and the staff play on this to both terrify and
delight their visitors.

Interesting Facts
Ann Hathaway’s cottage is in Shottery, about a mile
from Stratford-upon-Avon. This is where Ann lived when
Shakespeare wooed her into marriage.
Stratford-upon-Avon means street over the Avon,
and it offered a connection along the ancient Roman road
that ran 180 miles (290 kms) from Exeter on the south
coast to Lincoln on the east coast.
Stratford-upon-Avon hosts one of the largest mop
fairs in the country. A mop fair is an ancient hiring fair with
roots going back to the 14th century when, after the Black
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Death, there was a labour shortage. Employers would
gather and prospective employees would hold the
symbols of their trade – a crook for a shepherd, a pail for
a dairy worker, and a mop would be held by housemaids
– hence the name.
Tourist Office
Quinsolve Limited
The Stables
Bishopton
Stratford-upon-Avon
Warwickshire CV37 0RW
Tel: 01789 868191
enquiries@quinsolve.co.uk
http://stratford-upon-avon.co.uk/
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Winchester
Distance from London: 80 miles or 130 kilometres

Why visit?
A pretty English town where ancient historic buildings
provide a beautiful backdrop to modern life.

Brief history
Winchester has evidence of Celtic and Roman
settlement. It became prominent in Anglo-Saxon times
when it was made the capital of the ancient kingdom of
Wessex. Later, in 829, King Egbert was crowned here as
King of all England. The town was the capital of England
under the Anglo-Saxons and, after the invasion of the
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Normans in 1066, William the Conqueror made
Winchester the joint capital with London.
A heavy fire in the 12th century destroyed much of
the city and halted its growth. It remained a centre of the
wool trade for the area, while the cathedral, and its
college, made the city a religious and academic centre.
Jane Austen lived here for some time. She died in
the city in 1817 and is buried in the cathedral.

How to get here
Train
From London Waterloo train station, there are
approximately four trains an hour and the journey takes
around one hour.
Tel: 08457 48 49 50
Visit www.thetrainline.com
Bus
From London Victoria coach station the journey
takes around two hours.
For information visit www.nationalexpress.com
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Places to see
Winchester Cathedral
A church has been on this site since the 7th century.
Construction of the current cathedral began in the 11th
century, but it is built on marsh and the supports come
from wooden rafts that float on this boggy land. The rafts
held until the 19th century when parts of the cathedral
were close to collapse. Much of the underground
structural repair work was done by a diver reinforcing the
foundation with bags of concrete. He worked at six metre
depths for six hours a day for six years and is credited
with saving the cathedral.
St. Swithun was buried outside the church building
in the 9th century. In the 10th century, his grave was
opened and his remains moved to inside the church. But it
started to rain as soon as his grave was opened, and the
rain continued for 40 days. As a result, Brits continue the
wary tradition that if it rains on St. Swithun’s day (15 July)
then rain will continue for 40 days.
Rain continues to be a problem for the cathedral,
and the crypt frequently floods.
Jane Austen is buried in the north aisle of the nave.
Winchester is considered to have one of England’s
most beautiful cathedrals.
www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk
Winchester Castle
Only the Great Hall remains of this once mighty
fortification. The hall is still impressive and houses King
Arthur’s Round Table. The table top has hung in the hall
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since 1463 and was said to have been built by Merlin, but
studies now date the table to the 13th century, many years
after the days of King Arthur.
The grounds of the Great Hall contain a medieval
garden with a seated area and vine arbours, typical of a
garden from this time.
Winchester College
This is the oldest school in the UK. It was founded in
1382 and became the model for England’s private
boarding schools. Guided tours are available and include
the Gothic Chapel and a 17th century schoolroom.
Jane Austen’s house (College Street)
A plaque marks the house where Jane died. It is
now a private residence.
St. Swithun’s upon Kingsgate and The Westgate
These are the two surviving medieval gateways to
the city. The Westgate was once a debtor’s prison and
has some interesting grafitti. St. Swithun’s has a tiny
church on top of the archway and is still a peaceful place
for silent worship.

Tours
Walking
City Walking Tours take place throughout the year
and last 90 minutes.
Call the Tourist Information Centre for times or visit
their website.
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Interesting facts
England’s first public library started in Winchester’s
gaol in the 1850s.
The birthplace of cricket is in Hambledon, a village
15 miles from Winchester. The Broadha’penny Down club
was formed in the 1760s, and the rules of the game were
first established here.
Winchester was once the principle medical centre
outside of London.

Tourist Office
Tourist Information Centre
Winchester Guildhall
High Street
Hampshire
Tel: 01962 840 500
www.visitwinchester.co.uk
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Distance from London: 20 miles or 34 kilometres

Why visit?
A pretty town sandwiched between an ancient castle and
the River Thames, the main route of traffic to London in
historic times.

Brief History
Windsor is an old Anglo-Saxon town, and the name
appears to come from Old English – Windlesore meaning
winch on the riverside. The original Windsor, or Old
Windsor, was built three miles further along the river. The
castle was constructed in 1080, but relocated in the 11th
century. No one is quite sure why, although it was
possibly to avoid disease. The entire court and inhabitants
of the community moved to the new settlement in the 12th
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century and much of the old wooden castle was replaced
by stone.
Since this time Windsor has had the privileged
status of a free borough, meaning it was exempt from
many Royal fees and taxes. The town became
prosperous in the Middle Ages as merchants became
attracted to the town because of its status as a royal
household.
Royalty have long escaped the squalor of London to
enjoy Windsor’s space and countryside. It was not
unusual for a monarch to flee London at any hint of
plague and take several boats upriver to the open fields
and fresh air of Windsor.
Given its popularity among royals, many kings
lavished money on Windsor and it remains an official
residence of the Queen and her family. George V had
such affection for the castle that during World War I, when
the royal family were encouraged to change their name
from the very German Saxe-Coburg, George chose
Windsor as the family surname.
The Windsor Great Park lies south of the castle. It
was once private hunting grounds for the royals, but is
now a deer park and is mostly open to the public.

How to get here
Train
London Waterloo train station, two trains per hour,
journey time approximately 1 hour.
Trains also run from Paddington but you must
change at Slough train station.
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Tel: 08457 48 49 50
Visit www.thetrainline.com
Bus
From Victoria Coach Station. The journey involves a
change of coach, which lengthens the travel time,
therefore this form of transport is not recommended for a
day trip.
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Places to see
Windsor Castle
This is the largest and oldest occupied castle in the
world. It has been a royal home for 900 years. The Queen
and many members of the royal family frequently spend
weekends at the castle, although Easter is the time of
official residence. On most days you can visit the State
Apartments, the Drawings Gallery (which includes art by
Michelangelo), Queen Mary’s Dolls House and St
George’s Chapel. The castle can be closed, either in full
or part, at little notice so please check the website in
anticipation of a visit.
www.royalcollection.org.uk
Changing of the Guard
The changing of the guard takes place at 11 a.m.
daily between April to July, and occurs on alternate days
from August to March (but never on a Sunday). The
guards are stationed at Victoria Barracks and parade up
the High Street and into the castle. To see the guards
actually change, you must purchase a ticket for the castle.
Guildhall (High Street)
This was built by Sir Christopher Wren, architect of
St. Paul’s in London, in 1690. The city fathers insisted on
the building having pillars. Wren felt they were
unnecessary and after much disagreement he put the
pillars in place but left a gap between their top and the
roof to prove that pillars were unnecessary for roof
support. Prince Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles were
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married here in 2005, making them the first British royals
to have a civil marriage.
Guildhall Island
These cobbled streets are just off Castle Hill.
Buildings here date back to the 17th century.
The Old King’s Head
Church Street, where Shakespeare is said to have
written The Merry Wives of Windsor.
Crooked House Tearoom
At Market Cross, built in 1687, its leaning walls are
said to be safe. However, there are allegations of a secret
passage that runs from its basement to the castle – built
to allow illicit meetings between King Charles and his
mistress Nell Gwynn.
Eton College
This was founded by Henry VI in the 15th century to
provide free education to 70 poor scholars. It was once a
harsh rat-infested boarding school. Today, however, Eton
is one of the most exclusive schools in the world. Around
1,300 boys aged from 13-18 are educated here, including
past scholars such as Princes William and Harry. The
uniform of black tailcoat and pinstripe trousers goes back
to the 1850s. Depending on the scholastic schedule, you
may be able to visit the cloisters, chapel, museum and an
old classroom.
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To get to Eton College, walk across Windsor Bridge,
follow Eton High Street and the college will appear on
your right (10 minute walk).

Tours
Bus
Open-topped, takes 45 minutes and leaves from in
front of Windsor Castle.
www.city-sightseeing.com
River tour
French Brothers Boat Tour runs every day, Easter
to October. Two trips on offer – 40 minutes or two hours.
Telephone: 01753 851900
Horse and carriage rides
These leave from the taxi rank outside the castle
and offer both a 30 minute and a one hour tour.
Tel: 07836 766027

Interesting facts
Windsor Castle is the headquarters of the Order of
the Garter, a fellowship of knights formed in 1348.
During World War II, the royal family often slept in
Windsor Castle. All while the British public thought they
were tucked up in Buckingham Castle risking bomb raids
like the rest of the London population.
Queen Victoria spent so much time here after her
husband died that she became known as the ‘Widow of
Windsor’.
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Tourist office
Royal Windsor Information Centre
Thames Street
Tel: 01753 743900 (24-hour information line)
Email: windsor.tic@rbwm.gov.uk
www.windsor.gov.uk
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